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A real estate bright spot?

As the local real estate market slumps, some owners of
‘affordable” housing are selling units quickly. A3

.
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Curious kids, from left, Dillon Winoker, Saphira Klearman, 6, and Jonah Klearman, 3, check out a tarantula Saturday at an event held to celebrate the future
home of the Gore Range Natural Science School and raise awareness of the school at the future campus site in Avon.

Science school celebrates finding a home

The Gore Range Natural Science School hosts community event at the site where its
campus will be built in Avon starting as early as the spring. A2
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Gore Range
Natural Science
School celebrates
future campus

By Lauren Glendenning
LGLENDENNING@VAILDAILY.COM

Mountain communities and sci-
ence schools go hand in hand —
Aspen, Jackson, Wyo., and Keystone
have schools similar to the Vail Val-
ley’s Gore Range Natural Science
School that teach visitors and locals
about the outdoors. The difference,
though, is that the Gore Range school
hasnever had alocation to callhome.

The Gore Range Natural Science
School, a nonprofit organization, has
made a name for itself in the valley
throughout the years, leading sci-
ence expeditions and teaching class-
es inlocal schools. The school offers
programs for both children and
adults. However, the school has nev-
er had an actual campus, which is
why itbegan a fundraising campaign
last summer to change that.

The goal is $9 million, said
Markian Feduschak, the school’s
executive director. And with $6.1
million already raised, Feduschak is
confident the school can start build-
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ingits campus in Avon by the spring.

The campus is going to help build
upon the school’s identity,
Feduschak said. There's alot of peo-
ple in the valley who don’t know
what the school does, and he knows
the campus will help change that.

“This will be a place people hear
about and will want to come and vis-
it,” he said.

The school hosted a gathering at
the site of the campus, which is just
north of Interstate 70 off the main
Avon exit, Saturday to invite the
community to learn more about
what the school does and what it
plans to do. Families cruised around
the site, checking out various science
displays and maps of what the cam-
pus will look like and offer.

The plan for the 5-acre site is to
build five buildings, which will
include things such as a communi-
ty hall, exhibit building, library, lab-
oratories and classrooms and hous-
ing for teachers.

“We want it to be a community
gathering place where people will
come to learn about mountain ecol-
ogy and the environment’
Feduschak said.

If Saturday’s event is any indica-
tion, the campus already is on its
way to becoming that gathering
place. At least 100 people came to
the event, and children’s smiling
faces were everywhere.
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Dara Owen, a bird handler for HawkQuest, explains to a small crowd where the bald eagle she is holding was rescued from Saturday during an
event for the new Gore Range Natural Science School campus at the future campus site in Avon.
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Addison Duhaway, 5, left, Coltert Squires, 2, center and Jesse Squires
listen to a finger puppet lady bug as she tells them how to go about
decorating a bug box Saturday at the Gore Range Natural Science
School's event at its future campus site in Avon.

Brielle Stockton brought her son,
Zach, to the event and said she
couldn’t wait for the campus to be
built. Zach, 7, has gone to two Gore
Range Natural Science School
camps, and Stockton said he loves it.

“I'think given the size of the valley
now and the popularity of (the
school’s) programs, both for children
and adults, it's time (to have a cam-
pus),” Stockton said. “Ttwill fill a void.”

That's exactly what Natalia Hanks,

the school’s development director,
sees happening, too. She hopes the
state-of-the-art facility is going to
“unite the whole valley”’

The school’s staff, while excited
about the project, kept emphasizing
the community at the event Satur-
day. The community is who the non-
profit serves, which is why the cam-
pus and the campaign to raise mon-
ey for it are directed at them, as well,
Feduschak said.



